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Passaic betters times with lathe
By Juslin Boyd
Rubbscr & Plasias Mows 2l

PASSAIC, N.) —Paszaic Rubber Co. 12 continuing a modernization and
capital invesiment program with the gequisition of a computer-controlled
lathe.

The machine cost more than 3250000 and can accommuodate rollz up o 40
inches in diameter and 240 inches long, according to Passaic President J.DL
Mathey.

Paszaic alzo can cut
profiles into mandrel-
built lengthz in the
lathe to muke endless
belts, he soid,

The lathe will allow
Lhie company to grindg
rolls to tighter toler-
ances much more
quickly than it could
before, Mathey said,
“Rolls that used to
take half a day, took
us four minutes,” he
saud,

The digitally con-
trolled accuracy of the
new machine will an-
able Pazsaic to pursue
new business, Mothey

Baob DeJang, a 20-year roll/belt grinder with Passaic
Rubber Co., eperates the firm’s new compuler-con-
trolled lathe. The machine is lhe lalest purchase in a
capital inveslmenl program Passaic launched in late

said
: 1999,
“Maybe a customer

needed tolerances of 1/1000 of an inch. Before, 1 couldn't do that, now 1 can.” he
aaid.

The balting, roller and calendered rubber monulacturer also will add an elec-
trie vuleamzer in mid-March, Mothey said

The company had ordercd a smaller electric vuleamzer in late 1998, but took
the opportunity to order the larger machine when the first delivery was wrong,
he said

The new vuleanizer will be 60 inches in diameter and 330 inches long, Mathey
gaid, It repluces a smwaller steam vulcanizer and gives Passaic electric v ulcaniz-
ing capakbility.

New Jersev law requires an operator’s presence during steam vuleanization
to monitor boilers, he said.

Belore, all of Passaic’s valeanization was hy steam, Mathey seid,

The new machine will enable Pagsaic to cure products overnight without an
aperator

The new lathe also provides the efficiency of operation without constant su-
porvision, he said.

*aesaic used to perform s grooving lurg vely by hand, bur the new m: ichine
does it automatically.

The New Jersey monufacturer is adding major pieces of equipment as part af

a modernization and growth program it launched in 1999 and expects mare
later this vear,

In addition to acguining the lathe and voleanizer, Pagzaie 13 reconditioning
its presses, many of which were baught used in the 19705, the company presi-
dent said.

The past year's upgrades have caused some delays in Passa's production,
according to Mathev. but he 15 conlident the plan will pay off.

“Tt's been dificnlt to muaintain production, but for the long haul, we're going
to he in a much better pozitton,” he siid

Iazzaic operates from a 70,0005y -1t plant amd has about 50 employees




